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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 28, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable G.K.
BUTTERFIELD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, author of life and source of
eternal love, You have revealed Your-
self in human terms so that we may
sense Your presence and in our minds
hold onto Your commands.

Help us in Congress and as a nation
to respect one another as You respect
all and endow each human life with in-
alienable rights.

According to Your provident ways
each age is blessed with unique person-
alities and particular persons who are
given significant positions and great
responsibilities.

Because the President of the United
States of America has constitutional
duties, overwhelming demands, power-
ful decisions to make, and enormous
influence upon world history, he is al-
ways in need of our prayers.

As this Chamber and this body is
readied to welcome President George
W. Bush for his State of the Union Ad-
dress, we ask Your blessing upon him,
his Cabinet, all his advisers, and espe-
cially his family. Guide him, protect
him. Grant him health and Your saving
grace; that Your people may be united
and strengthened in truth, goodness,

and peace. This we ask calling upon
Your holy name. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MODERNIZING FOREIGN INTEL-
LIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, later this
week Congress will return to the issue
of how best to modernize the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act. In No-
vember in this House of Representa-
tives, we passed a very good bill. We
would do well to observe the principles
established in that bill.

Any final review of domestic surveil-
lance passed by Congress should in-
clude court review of executive branch
actions. The reason for this require-
ment is quite simple. Having a legal
standard of review provides us both
better intelligence and better civil lib-
erty protections for our people. It is
simple. It has been demonstrated that
when officials must establish before an
independent court that they know

what they are doing, that they have
reason to intercept communications,
we get better intelligence. And, of
course, that’s the point, to have the in-
telligence to protect the American peo-
ple from indiscriminate collection and
fishing expeditions. Those are not pro-
ductive.

In November, we passed a bill that
would do this, the RESTORE Act. That
bill guarantees court review of execu-
tive branch actions related to surveil-
lance activities. I would commend that
bill to this House.

———
BONUS DEPRECIATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank the bi-
partisan leadership and the White
House for including a bonus deprecia-
tion provision in the proposed eco-
nomic stimulus package.

Currently, the package we plan to
vote on tomorrow will include a 50 per-
cent bonus depreciation for the first
year for certain machinery and equip-
ment purchases. This increase in bonus
depreciation was included in the Jobs
Tax Relief Act of 2003 and contributed
to the productivity of small businesses,
a boost in job creation, and a steady
rise in the growth of the economy over
the last 5 years. This incentive for
small businesses enables them to com-
pete with foreign competitors. The best
way to weather this current economic
storm is to build on the principles that
have made our economy the envy of
the world. That means lower taxes, less
government regulation, and economic
incentives for American businesses. We
should promote the concept that the
people should keep their own money
which they know how to spend best as
explained by editor Jerry Bellune of
the Lexington County Chronicle.
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